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iu the contrariety of human interests and dispositions, the
controversy will not easily be decided.

He made a short excursion into Italy, and mentions in
his Schoolmaster, with great severity, the vices of Venice.
He was desirous of visiting Trent, while the council were
sitting; but the scantiness of his purse defeated his curi-
osity.

In this journey he wrote his Report and Discourse of
the Affairs in Germany, in which he describes the disposi-
tions and interests of the German princes, like a man in-
quisitive and judicious, and recounts many particularities,
which are lost in the mass of general history, in a style,
which, to the ears of that age, was undoubtedly melliflu-
ous, and which is now a very valuable specimen of genuine
English.

By the death of king Edward, in 1553, the reformation
was stopped, Morisine was recalled, and Ascham's pension
and hopes were at an end. He, therefore, retired to his
fellowship in a state of disappointment and despair, which
his biographer has endeavoured to express in the deepest
strain of plaintive declamation. " He was deprived of all
his support," says Graunt, " stripped of his pension, and
cut off from the assistance of his friends, who had now lost
their influence: so that he had nee praemia nee prsedia,
neither pension nor estate to support him at Cambridge."
There is no credit due to a rhetorician's account either of
good or evil. The truth is, that Ascham still had, in his
fellowship, all that in the early part of his life had given
him plenty, and might have lived like the other inhabitants
of the college, with the advantage of more knowledge and
higher reputation. But, notwithstanding his love of aca-
demical retirement, he had now too long enjoyed the plea-
sures and festivities of publick life, to return with a good
will to academical poverty.

He had, however, better fortune than he expected;
and, if he lamented his condition, like his historian, better
than he deserved. He had, during his absence in Ger-
many, been appointed Latin secretary to king Edward;